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threats are infallible and unavoidable. Therefore, it is our strictest obligation to fulfill His will in
everything and to conform our life to His teachings.

Is this really the way we are living? Good! We believe in the Resurrection of the Lord, but we
show very little of that in our daily lives. We forget that this Savior, Who rose from the grave, will
someday come in power and majesty to judge us as to whether we lived in accordance to His teachings
and whether we faithfully kept His commandments. What will be our response then?

Christ teaches: Love God above everything else. What kind of love do we have towards God? We
are to hold God above everything else. Unfortunately, we often hold everything above God. For we
prefer money, honors, employment, comforts and the pleasures of life above God, as many times as we
forget about the Creator for the sake of these things.

Christ teaches: Love your neighbor as yourself. In reality, what kind of love do we have for our
neighbor? Are quarrels, curses, envies, judgments, unfeeling angry treatment of them a proof of that
love? Do we give all possible help to our fellowmen? Do we open our hearts to the misery of a neighbor
and never become the cause of their sadness and worry?

Christ teaches us humility — “Learn from Me for | am meek and humble of heart.” And we, in
every possible way, try constantly to rise above others. Christ teaches us to deny ourselves and to
always fight against our disgraceful tendencies: “If anyone wants to follow Me, let him deny himself,
take up his cross and follow Me!” And we? What do we pursue? Do we indulge ourselves in everything?
We pay no attention as to whether it is sinful, dirty or forbidden.

Christ teaches us contempt for the world and worldly things: “For what good is it for one to gain
the whole world but to suffer the loss of his soul?” Meanwhile, we place all of our happiness on passing,
transient, fragile things of this world; we think very little or not at all about eternity, as though we would
live here forever.

Isn’t today’s holyday, a reminder of the Savior’s glorious rising from the cold grave, an
encouragement for us to rise from the cold torpor and spiritually arise from the dead to a virtuous life?
The resurrection of the Lord also strengthens hope in us because today the Savior revealed His glory, not
only so that we would believe in it and begin a new life according to His teachings, but also, for this
reason, so that we would have some idea of that glory and that happiness which has been promised to
us if we will faithfully serve our Savior.

“| am the Resurrection and the Life. He who believes in Me, even if he dies, will live!”

The road to Christ’s resurrection was full of long and painful sufferings. Therefore, if we will
patiently bear our big and little crosses with Christ and for Christ, we will gain glory and eternal
happiness. That is a great joy for us.

In this earthly life, we encounter a lot of sadness, competitions and worries; from the cradle to
the grave there drags out an unbroken chain of new and constantly greater worries and vexations.
Suffering accompanies us always and everywhere. True, they may change but they never leave us.
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Where can you find a person who wouldn’t have any suffering in this life or someone whose
heart was not heavy with cares? Where is there a place, where is there a state and an occupation that
would or could insure a person and protect him from any suffering?

Now, let’s go a little further. At this very moment, to all of you who are listening to this program,
| pose this question: “At this present moment, is there nothing that troubles you? Is there any fear, any
uncertainty, any sadness that weighs heavily on your heart?”

“I hear what kind of an answer you are giving me: ‘Why do you ask since there is so much pain
and sadness in this world? One is being crushed by indigence, poverty; another is bemoaning the loss of
beloved individuals; another is complaining about people’s lack of gratitude; still another is filled with
fear at the thought of the uncertainty of the future. Everyone has his own cross. Everyone has his own
suffering. And this is day after day, month after month and year after year.

And where should we seek comfort in our sufferings? Perhaps in earthly goods, such as money
or property? These things will not comfort a person, but on the contrary, they fill a person with fear and
worry. Maybe in the use of the world? Such usage ordinarily causes disappointment and disillusionment.
And maybe in amusements and diversions in which today’s person sinks so much good to me and
wastes it? These also do not bring joy but weariness and then causes saturation.

In all of these worldly allurements, there is hidden a sadness and a bitterness which in the end
poisons these beginning pleasures that seemingly are so agreeable and so delicious.

Above all of this is one thought mainly that thought that someday our earthly pilgrimage will
end and resurrection and happiness awaits us. This thought is capable of sweetening all of our present
sufferings. For what are our worries and temporal sufferings here on earth in comparison with the
happiness that lasts forever in heaven?

In God alone our entire true happiness lies in the hope of future eternal happiness. This is our
entire true consolation and no one can tear this joy from us.

Everything else is unstable and can become a victim of an unhappy fate. Perhaps you don’t
believe me. Don’t you have crying, real proof from those whom the last world war threw out of their
fatherland, ruined their heritage, leveled everything to the ground and dispersed members of families to
the furthest corners of the world. These are the sacrifices made to God. Where and from whom should
they seek consolation?

Finally, life’s experience teaches us that one who is rich today, tomorrow may fall into the
depths of poverty and deficiency; that person who today is respected and praised, tomorrow may
become the object of contempt, humiliation and derision; that he who today is using the world, wasting
time in empty entertainments, tomorrow may be laid up on a bed of pain. In a word, everything that
occupies and entertains people here all the riches, all the honors, all the pleasures, can be torn away
within the twinkling of an eye, leaving behind just pain and suffering.
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But our hope, our hope of future eternal happiness which gives us strength in all of our worries
so that, nothing is able to tear away from us. Wasn’t this the manner in which the patiently suffering Job
was able to console himself for such a long time? When God allowed him to lose everything that he
possessed; when everyone abandoned him, eve3n his closest friends despised him and had an aversion
to him; when slanderous tongues calumniated him, when he was finally completely covered with ulcers
and had to suffer huge pain in his body, where did he seek comfort? Let him tell you himself:

“I know that my Redeemer lives and that on the last day | will rise from the earth, and thus | will
be dressed in my own skin and in my body | will look at my God Whom | am to see in reality and my eyes
wsill look at Him and no other; this hope is hidden in my jacket.”

The memory of a promised Redeemer, the memory of a Just God Who would reward him for his
suffering, the memory of a future resurrection and eternal happiness so sweetened all of the bitterness
Job felt in this life, that he felt a deep peace even amid his most bitter pain.

Last of all, our Savior, through His resurrection encourages all of us to a fervent love for God. He
gives us the purest and strongest incentives for this love.

To love God with our whole heart, our whole soul and with all our strength means to prefer Him
above all creatures and to seek the greatest good in God. We love God, for the sake of God. The reason
for this is clear. The object of our love would always be only goodness; therefore, God is in Himself and
through Himself, the single highest Good.

Everything else, whatever we call good is only that good as it leads us to God, the Highest Good.
The better we recognize this Highest Good, then that much closer we attach ourselves to Him.

Let’s take another look at the Resurrection of Christ. Rising triumphant from the grave, He
shows us in Himself the glory and almighty power of God; He shows us His Divinity and God the Father,
the highest, unlimited Goodness Who is the goal of our life, Who will someday be our Eternal Happiness.

This is the happiness which we lost in our first parents. Christ returned it to us; He made us sons
of God; the law of fear became the law of love; since then we can call God our Father. Therefore, in God
is seen the most worthy Object of our love.

What other motive do we need in order to love God? Doesn’t God contain in Himself everything
that can possibly make the human heart happy, fascinated and overwhelm it with joy?

Let us look around and see how all of creation, everything beautiful that is given us in nature,
gives us clear proof that only God is worthy of all love, praises and adoration.

These majestic heavens, those luminous globes, that earth, so charming by such a diversity of
attire and made beautiful, these miracles of nature that are so amazing in a word, everything that draws
us here and enchants us, loudly and convincingly admonishes us: “Do not credit us with our charm and
loveliness, but Him Who created us. And don’t turn your hearts towards us, but turn your hearts to the

Creator.”
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St. Augustine cried out — “Everything that | see encourages me to Your love , O God.”

Christ the Lord, through His resurrection, tears our hearts away from earth; He shows us the
vanity and weakness of all human power and turns our thoughts and our love towards God.

The tomb of Christ in its mystical meaning is the state of our torpidity, of our spiritual necrosis. It
is time to awaken and to rise. It is time to raises our hearts to God and to love Him with a constant love,
a love that is revealed in our daily actions. The affairs of the world are not capable of appeasing or
satisfying our hearts.

St. Francis de Sales writes — “For him for whom God is everything, for such a one the world is
nothing.” Would that the Resurrection of Christ would enliven our faith, strengthen our hope, stir up our
love, so that we would all rise to a new life.”
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April 10, 1955
| greet all of you my fellow country-men with the greeting, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

Two days ago the Christian world was singing the sad hymn: “He hangs on a cross — the Lord and
Creator of heaven. His most holy limbs and His entire body brutally beaten hung o n a cross; His temples
wounded by a sharp crown, His tongue is parched and His lips are thirsting.”

The echo of this hymn had hardly died down, and today we are singing the triumphant hymn: “A
happy day has arrived today — on this day Christ rose from the dead. Alleluia.”

What a huge difference between Good Friday and Easter! Good Friday seemed to be a day of
defeat. On that day all hope disappeared. Hearts were broken and it seemed that everything was lost.
They carried out a one-sided and unjust process on our Savior applying the most humiliating and one-
sided tortures that the perversity and human anger could devise. Hatred and human revenge had
extinguished any action of mercy and the love of God. Apparently and momentarily it seemed that the
people killed God and that they had annihilated God.

On that sorrowful Good Friday the prophecy of the Old Testament was fulfilled down to the last
iota. The Son of God drained the chalice of bitterness and suffering to its depths. This was the chalice
which ungrateful people had prepared for Him especially for the moment when they were hurling
blasphemies, derision, scorn and mockeries at Him Who was stretched out on the hard wood of the
cross, hanging between heaven and earth and slowly dying: “If You are the Son of God, come down from
the cross. Help Yourself! He helped others but can’t help Himself.”

On the scale of the battle for the salvation of the soul of a person, the God-Man offered
everything in order to win everything. After the greatest curse that man can even imagine with such
blazing words expressed by bloodied and painful lips, He cried — “God, why have You abandoned Me?”

A triumphant victory followed, bought at the price of that Crucified Offering, expressed in good-
hearted words: “l am Who am! Do not be afraid! Behold, | live forever!”

After three days, just as He had predicted, the Savior of the world rose from the grave that had
been sealed by a huge rock, the seal of shame and guarded by soldiers He conquered Satan and death.
He rose from the dead in order to shine forever on mankind that is slowly and with heavy step moving
along that road of our earthly wandering in the shade of sin, suffering and death until the end of the
world. “He who follows Me does not walk in darkness.”

From here to our Easter talk entitled:
HE AROSE! HE IS NOT HERE!

Let us recall the last moments of our Savior on that terribly bloody Good Friday. The hill of
Calvary. Three crosses at the top of the hill. On the one in the middle, the beaten, tortured and crushed
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Body of Christ. Christ, surrounded by a crowd of enemies who are being satiated by the sight of the Son
of God Who is writhing in pain.

In the distance stood a small group of pious women weeping sorrowfully. Their Teacher is dying.
It was almost the third hour. The dying Jesus opens His feverish lips and almost with His last breath calls
out: “My God! My God! Why have You abandoned Me?” And a little later, He adds: “It is finished!” And
bowing His wearied head that was wounded by the prickly thorns He gave up His spirit!

It seems that in that moment nature, bereft of reason, became indignant at the cruelty carried
out by reasonable people on the Teacher Christ. The words of the Crucified Jesus had barely died away
when heavy black and low clouds covered the earth and darkened especially the town and its
surroundings. The earth trembled once, again a fifth time and a tenth time, rocks split apart, many
graves opened and the bodies of holy people arose from them, and coming out of their graves, they
came into the town and showed themselves to the town’s people. The veil in the temple was torn into
two parts from the top to the bottom.

The centurion and those who were with him guarding the Crucified, upon seeing the darkness,
the shaking of the ground and all that was happening, became very frightened saying: “Truly, this was
the Son of God!”

When evening fell, a rich man by the name of Joseph, a member of the Great Council, by birth
from Arimathea, a good and just man, went to Pilate and asked him for the Body of Jesus. Then Pilate
gave orders to give him the Body.

Joseph, taking the Body, wrapped it in clean linens and placed it in his own new grave that had
been hewn from the rock and in which no one yet had been placed. He then rolled a great rock against
the door of the grave and left.

The women who had come with him from Galilee, came, looked at the grave and how the Body
had been placed there. Then returning, they prepared fragrances and balsam.

On the next day, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said: “Sir, we
remember that this impostor, while still alive said, ‘After three days | will be raised up” give orders then
that the grave be secured until the third day lest His disciples come and steal Him and say to the people
He has been raised from the dead!” This last imposture would be worse than the first.”

Pilate said to them: “The guard is yours; go secured it as best you can.” So they went and
secured the tomb with a guard and fixing a seal to the stone.

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalen and the other Mary
came to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake; an Angel of the Lord descended from
heaven, approached, rolled back the stone and sat upon it. His appearance was like lightning and his
clothing was as white as snow.
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The guards were shaken with fear of him and became like dead men. Then the Angel said to the
women: “Do not be afraid! | know that you are seeking Jesus the Crucified. He is not here He has been
raised just as He said. Come and see the place where He lay.

Then, they went away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet overjoyed and ran to announce this to
His disciples.

And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted them. They approached, embraced His
feet and did Him homage. Then Jesus said to t hem: “Do not be afraid! God and tell My brothers to go to
Galilee and there they will see Me!”

When they had left, some of the guards went into the city and told the chief priests all that had
happened. They assembled with the elders and took counsel; then they gave a large sum of money to
the soldiers, telling them, “You are to say: ‘His disciples came by night and stole Him while we were
asleep’. And if this gets to the ears of the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”

The soldiers took the money and did as they had been instructed. And this story has been
circulated among the Jews up to the present day.

Christ truly arose from the dead for He convinced His friends of this: the Apostles, His disciples,
Mary Magdalen . . . and He convinced His enemies the Jews.

The enemies of the Catholic faith have sometimes insisted that the circumstances of the
Resurrection are only known to us from the Gospel and people wrote these Gospels and they could have
given us falsehoods.

But no! Such an accusation does not hold up because not only the four Evangelists, but Jewish
and pagan writers, not being able to deny such a real and unusual fact, wrote about it. They confirmed
the miracle of the Resurrection.

The famous Jewish historian Joseph expressed this; Pontius Pilate, in his letters to the Roman
Emperor Tiberius wrote about it extensively. In addition, if we believe the writers of ancient times who
wrote about current affairs, then without a doubt, the Evangelists deserve greater faith than the others.
Why? because the Evangelists were those writers whose very simplicity is proof of their truthfulness.
They were writers whose lives were sublime, honorable and virtuous. They were writers, who signed
their works and stamped them with their own blood.

Therefore, from a historical point, whoever rejects the Gospels must logically and necessarily
reject all of the historical works of the ancient authors. But, one cannot say this about the Gospels. For
the miracle of the Resurrection, with all of those various details was written about by the Evangelists
when it was still a fresh fact that was well-known in the entire Christian world of that time and with a
strong and sincere faith, acknowledged as most true. It was also at that time when there were still many
people living who remembered Him and compared Him with the description contained in the Gospel.
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For this reason there can’t be any talk of any type of twisting of facts in the Gospel. All of the
generations and centuries, without any interruption, believed in the reality of the Resurrection of Christ;
hence, our faith also has that hard, immaculate certainty. The testimonies of Christ’s enemies added
greatly to the confirmation and splendor of the miracle of the Savior’s Resurrection.

For those same means of caution which His cautious and cunning enemies used in order to
hinder Christ’s resurrection, the Savior used for their shame and disgrace and to increase His glory and
to show His power.

He allowed them to surround His grave with guards in order to make impossible any rumor of
His resurrection; thus, that same military guard serves as proof of that truth.

The high priests and the Pharisees gave the soldiers a sizeable amount of money so that the
soldiers would lie and announce before the world that they were asleep at the time when the Body of
Christ was stolen. What a childish explanation. The guards excuse themselves with sleep and the Jews
cite sleep in order to deny a miracle. If the soldiers were on guard as they were obligated to deep
vigilant, how could they allow such a historic stealth? But, if they were sleeping, how could they
differentiate whether and by whom the Body was stolen or whether He had rather risen from the dead?
Therefore, to insist that the soldiers were asleep is an actual and nonsensical lie.

How can anyone imagine or explain to himself, that soldiers, threatened by a strict order of the
prefect, encouraged by the promises of the Pharisees, accustomed to being vigilant and to the hardships
of prisons, would so carelessly carry out such strict and important orders?

How can anyone presume that soldiers, every single one of them, fell so fast asleep that not even one of
them awakened when the disciples supposedly having come to the grave, rolled away the great stone,
took out the Body and carried it away with themselves?

There was only one purpose for these endeavors, mainly to shake the faith in the Resurrection
but which, as St. Jerome claims, were all in vain and only serve to corroborate this miracle.

And now, concerning the testimony of Christ’s Apostles! They were to steal the Body of their
Teacher? Why this was a group of timid, thoroughly frightened people. It was only two days ago that
they moved away from Christ, that they denied Him, that in running away, they were looking for
protection for themselves from the pursuit of the soldiers in the Garden.

From where, so suddenly, could they have acquired such courage, especially since their Teacher
had already died, and they themselves were living in fear, worried about their own lives. For they were
under the impression, that those who put their Teacher to death, will also catch them and take revenge
upon them. Therefore, they were in hiding.

But listen how theology argues in this matter: Granted that the Apostles had enough courage and valor.
If the Apostles would steal the Body of Christ, they would have to be convinced that He could not
restore His own life, and that at the same time they would have t o be convinced that Christ was a
hypocrite and nothing more, just as the Pharisees and high priests maintained.




image5.jpeg
If they considered Him a seducer who cheated them with the promise of a future resurrection,
could they still expect the fulfillment of His other promises? Therefore, what foolishness for the Apostles
to make up and spread about the rumor of His resurrection and thereby drawing upon themselves the
hatred and the revenge of the Pharisees, the synagogues and the entire nation. Wouldn't it be better
and more comfortable to hold on to the public opinion by which they would be able to gain their graces
and consideration!

But no, the Apostles did not make up this miracle. On the contrary they themselves did not want
to believe it. They didn’t even want to believe the women who had received that first news of the
Resurrection of the Teacher from an Angel. This is the confirmation from the lips of St. Mark the
Evangelist: “And Mary Magdalen went and told His companions who were mourning and weeping.
When they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they did not believe.

After this, He appeared to two of them as they were walking t o the village. They returned and
told the others, but they did not believe them either.

Peter, the head of the Apostles, John, the beloved disciple and two others were on their way to
the town of Emmaus, full of sorrow on account of what they judged to be misguided hope “and we had
hoped” and whatever was told to Thomas and the others about their Master rising from the dead, they
considered an illusion and a fairy tale.

Until finally, when they were convinced of this truth with their own eyes, only then did they
dare to announce it publicly. Therefore, if this miracle is only something made up by the Apostles, why
did the Apostles themselves weaken its credibility by their own lack of faith? God wanted it that way.

What purpose could God possibly have for that? No other purpose, just so that the whole world
would be convinced that this miracle is not an invention of the Apostles, since for a time, they
themselves doubted it very much, but it is only the work of the Christ the Savior.

Thus it is. That caution of cunning enemies, along with the doubting of His Apostles, are proof of
the irrefutable truth of the Resurrection.

The Resurrection of the Lord enlivens our faith and gives us a bright and irrefutable proof of the
Divinity of the Christ Lord. All of the endeavors of His enemies who exerted all of their efforts in one
stubborn intention, in order to once and for all end with Him Who dared to prophesy that He would rise
from the grave. And it seemed to them that they had achieved their purpose and that no power will be
able to bring Him out of the grave.

Our Savior, with His almighty power, crushes every obstacle, knocks to the ground the
astonished and frightened guards and by His own power rises from the grave that was hewn from a rock
and tightly sealed as confirmation of His Divinity. Christ could not have left us a stronger, more
convincing proof of His Divinity.

Therefore, if Christ arose from the dead by the power of His Divinity, then He is our God and
Lord, our Law-Giver and His teaching is true and infallible, His commands are holy and obligatory, His




